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The German Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP) is a wide-ranging representative 
longitudinal study of private households, located at the German Institute for 
Economic Research, DIW Berlin. Every year, there were nearly 11,000 households, 
and more than 20,000 persons sampled by the fieldwork organization TNS Infratest 
Sozialforschung.

The data provide information on all household members, consisting of Germans 
living in the Old and New German States, Foreigners, and recent Immigrants to 
Germany. The Panel was started in 1984.

Some of the many topics include household composition, occupational biographies, 
employment, earnings, health and satisfaction indicators.

http://www.diw.de/soep





The data portal DDI on Rails accompanies researchers throughout the entire 
course of their research projects from conception to publication/citation.

   

The system offers researchers the possibility to explore the SOEP data, to compile 
personalized datasets, and to publish results on the publication database.

The vision



➔ study-independent

➔ open-source

➔ document data with multiple versions/distributions

➔ document the specific characteristics of a longitudinal study

➔ is easy to use

Characteristics



DDI on Rails = DDI + Ruby on Rails

Standard

Data Documentation Initiative

➔ DDI Codebook (2.x): Import

➔ DDI Lifecycle (3.x): "Framework"

Technology

➔ Ruby / Ruby on Rails

➔ R (r2ddi)

➔ SQLite / Postgres

➔ Apache Solr (Lucene)

➔ jQuery and D3

➔ Bootstrap CSS

➔ Apache (Passenger) on Linux
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http://github.com/mhebing/r2ddi



library("r2ddi")

dir2xml(path_in="your/path/here", path_out="your/path/here")



r2ddi

Structure
(CSV)

Datasets
(incl. labels)

Endnote
(XML)

Architecture

by TNS



Latest developments and plans
➔ Concepts (as the major link)

➔ Search engine: Apache Solr

➔ First production system by the end of the year: SOEPlong data

➔ jQuery for usability

➔ Extend r2ddi for SPSS, CSV, etc.

➔ Documentation and tests

➔ Recommendation system

➔ More (external) studies



Thank you.

If you like to participate in the user test, please email me.

marcel@ddionrails.org


