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Agenda

1. Introduction and related work
2. Demo
3. Outlook and paneldata.org

Notes regarding version 1.0
I DDI on Rails is part of my Ph.D. thesis
I Re-thinking our strategy: software support or hosted solution
I Will be published as open source



German Socio-economic Panel (SOEP)

I Located at the German Institute for Economic Research, DIW Berlin
I Households in Germany (10,000 households, 20,000 individuals)
I Started in 1984, 30 waves available
I Mostly: social and economic sciences, psychology
I Related studies: SOEP Innovation Sample, BASE II, TwinLife,

PIAAC-L, FiD, etc.

→ Data documentation in SOEPinfo (since 1997).



The data portal DDI on Rails accompanies researchers throughout the
entire course of their research projects with secondary data from
conception to publication.

DDI on Rails = DDI + Ruby on Rails





Generic Longitudinal Business Process Model (GLBPM)
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Project Management / Quality Management

Metadata Management

Use of External Standard Metadata (classifications, concepts, questions, variables)

with Ingo Barkow, William Block, Jay Greenfield, Arofan Gregory, Larry
Hoyle, and Wolfgang Zenk-Möltgen
http://dx.doi.org/10.3886/DDILongitudinal05



Related projects

I soep-test
with Florian Griese, Janine Napiraj, Marius Pahl, Carolin Stolpe, and
Linda Zhu
https://github.com/ddionrails/testdata

I r2ddi
with Jan Goebel
https://github.com/ddionrails/r2ddi

I SOEP user survey
with Florian Griese, Janine Napiraj, Marius Pahl, Carolin Stolpe
http://www.diw.de/soepusersurvey

I Science 2.0 project: data sharing in academia
with Benedikt Fecher, Sascha Friesike, and Stephanie Linek.
http://www.data-sharing.org



Framework: data sharing in academia
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with Benedikt Fecher and Sascha Friesike.
http://hdl.handle.net/10419/97160



Documentation hierarchy in DDI on Rails

1. Study description
2. Research data (and concepts)
3. Questionnaires
4. Data transformations
5. Further metadata



Concepts

variable:
birthyear1

variable:
age2

variable:
age1

variable:
birthyear2 variable:

birthyear1

variable:
age2

variable:
age1

variable:
birthyear2

concept:
age

variable:
birthyear1

variable:
age2

variable:
age1

variable:
birthyear2

concept:
age

concept:
birthyear

topic:
demogra.

(1)
direct links between variables

(2)
simple concepts as links

(3)
nested concepts and topics



DDI on Rails: architecture
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DDI on Rails
Understanding Data
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→ DDI on Rails: discovery only, no metadata storage or discovery.



. . . demo . . .



Links
I SOEPinfo: data.soep.de
I DDI on Rails: ddionrails.org



Thank you!



Screens / Demo
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