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Outline 

• What is the Questionnaire Design Documentation Tool QDDT? 

 

• European Social Survey questionnaire module development workflow 

 

• Current functionalities of the tool and the next steps 

 

 

 

 



The Questionnaire Design Documentation Tool (QDDT) 
  

• A system for developing and documenting the full questionnaire development 

process of cross-national survey programmes, from the first concepts and 

questions to the final questionnaires, 

• improving both quality and transparency  

• Internal (producer) users can use the tool to document the question design 

process 

• External (consumer) users can use it to understand how each item and concept 

was developed 

• Once the design for a questionnaire module has been completed, the information 

can be made available for download and transfer 

• The information is permanently stored in the database for future reuse and 

reference 

• QDDT is planned as the ‘mother tool’ in a chain of  interoperable tools for the 

survey lifecycle 

•  Interoperability with the QVDB and the TMT is a key aim 

 

   



Use case for specifications: 

The European Social Survey (ESS) questionnaire module development 
- Rigorous questionnaire development procecess 
- with multiple business process steps 
-    and multiple actors involved 

   



 

QDDT – under development as a multi project system for 

questionnaire design documentation and development 

  



  QDDT – current functionalities 

   - creating and versioning of a questionnaire module 

  



QDDT – questionnaire module development steps  



QDDT – current functionalities: Concepts  



QDDT – current functionalities: add developed questions to concepts 



QDDT – current functionalities: develop a question 



QDDT – current functionalities: develop a code list 



QDDT – next step functionalities  

• Add more response domains, for example text, numeric and scale 
• Handling of complex question structures like batteries and grids 
• Add comparison and mapping functionalities 
• ControlConstruct  
• Develop web-services (REST API) for export  to and import from the TMT 

and the QVDB, as well as other systems 
• Add export formats in addition to DDI 3.2 XML format, for example: DDI-C 

and DDI RDF 
• Add print functionality that will allow users to print enhanced reports 
• Questionnaire delivery:  

- PAPI has first priority.  
- CAPI and Web-survey is a goal for the further steps 

 
 
 
 



Structuring of question batteries and question grids – desicions to be made:  

• What the different questionnaire structures we wish to cover are, and 

which are their components 

 

• Identify their more and less reusable components and decide how to 

structure them in order to maximise reusability 

 

• Variable documentation issues should be kept in mind when decisions 

about their structuring are made 

 

• Possibilities in DDI 3.2:  

     Sequence of individual (compound) questions vs. QuestionGrid  

 



QDDT – next step functionalities (2)  

Versioning: - Add versioning functionality to all versionable used DDI elements 

      - Add RationaleCode controlled vocabularies to versionable elements 

        This will be used to assign a version number at a specific level automatically 

      - Automatic versioning of a Scheme when an included element is updated 

   

Example RationaleCode  

values for QuestionItem 

Contentelement.ElementText. 
TypoOrNoMeaningChange 



QDDT – next step functionalities (3)  

Publication:    

UserAttributePair key values  
for publication status 

- Add UserAttributePair controlled vocabularies for publication status for  
   modules and questions   
- This will be used to flag if a publication  is internal (shared between partners)  
   or external (made publicly available), 
- as well as to document the business purpose  for the published version 

InternalPublication. 
Export to TMT 



QDDT – future outlook 

 
• Further development 
• Real life use by ESS and SHARE 
• Real life use by other survey projects 
• Interoperability with other DDI-Lifecycle based and compatible 

survey tools 
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