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The CLOSER Project 

• Metadata Discovery Platform (MDP) 

• Publically available  

• Metadata discovery 

• Cross-study 

• Longitudinal 

“CLOSER’s mission is to maximise the use, value and impact of the UK’s 
longitudinal studies, both at home and abroad.” 
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How much work? 

Study Questionnaires Questions 

ALSPAC 143 30033 

BCS 44 18235 

HCS 20 900 

MCS 17 16400 

NCDS 38 10246 

NSHD 87 19419 

SWS 18 1362 

US 12 8334 

Total 379 104929 

Spanning:      >80 years 
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How much work? 

• Paper questionnaires 

• CAPI & CATI 

• Web-based survey 

• Biomedical 

• Cognitive Tests 

Diverse! 
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What are we using? 

• DDI-Lifecycle - obviously! 

• 3.2 

• Questionnaire Profile  

• CADDIES  [CLS Abridged DDI Editor for Surveys] 

• Metadata entry & viewing GUI 

• Web-based 

• Developed in-house 

• Open source (alpha state) 
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The Principles 

• Maintain and do not alter the semantic meaning of 
the questionnaire 

• Do not correct the questionnaire 

• Only record what is contained within the 
questionnaire 

• Do not allow the data recorded (i.e. the variables) 
to inform the metadata archiving 
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What does this all mean? 

• Standardised metadata 

• An entry & verification manual (35 pages and 
counting) 

• Further procedure development and real-world DDI 
testing 
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Thank you for listening 

• Any questions? 
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