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CentERdata

• Research institute

• University of Tilburg, Netherlands

• Data collection

• Manage several panels

• Quantitative Analysis

• Software solutions
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LISS Panel

• ~6000 households in Netherlands

• Studies conducted on various schedules

• Includes longitudinal studies

• Datasets prepared on various schedules
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“DDI is Complex”
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Questasy Hides DDI Complexity
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Questasy

• Web application based on DDI 3

• Manages data & metadata

• Administrator Interface

• Data entry without DDI knowledge

• Researcher Interface

• Browse/search metadata

• Download data, variable export

• Public Interface

• Browse/search metadata
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Questasy Architecture
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Add Question Item
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Researcher Interface
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Question View
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Questasy Relationships
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Other Recent Features

• Version 3.4

• Support for multiple panels

• Themes

• Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

• Performance Improvements

• Version 4.0

• Variable Baskets

• Custom datasets

• Custom codebooks
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Questasy version 4.1

• New view for study units

• Images inside questions

• Search function improved + restyled

• Versioning of questions

• Variable basket: long format data 
support
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Study Unit View - Tab 1
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Study Unit View – Tab 2
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Images in Questions
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Indexed Search Engine

• Sphinx search engine

• Indexed fields defined in configuration 
file

• Added: search for files and datasets

• Pagination of search results

• Filtering of search results
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Search Results
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Versioning of Questions

• Simple implementation without major 
restructuring of the database

• Added a ‘version’ column to question 
items table

• Mainly relevant for longitudinal studies
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Versioning of Questions

Question items are each other versions if:

- Have the same name

- Are located in the same question scheme

- Have a different version number
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Versioning – Longitudinal Study
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View of Versioned Question
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Versioning of Questions - Tables

Table headers with subquestions

• Versioned as one block

• If the header or one of the subquestions
changes, a new version of the complete 
block is created

• The header and subquestions have all 
the same version number
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Variable Baskets

• Researchers can choose variables to 
create custom datasets

• Questasy baskets

• Variable baskets per panel

• Each researcher can create/manage 
multiple baskets

• Basket management integrated into web 
interface

• Download custom datasets along with 
custom codebooks
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Add Variables to Basket
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Basket Download
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Wide versus Long Format

• Wide Data: one row for each individual

• Long Format Data: multiple rows for 
each individual

Examples of Long Format Data:

• Background variables

• Weigh data

4/14/2025

27



Basket – Wide versus Long

Only wide format

• Join variable -> Id of individual

Wide format + Long format

• Join variable -> Id of individual

• Wave -> Year + Month
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Basket – One Wide Variable
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Basket – Adding Long Format
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Licensing

• Free

• Including source code

• License agreement available

• Available for non-profit scientific & 
government institutes
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