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Centre for Longitudinal Studies 

Funded as an ESRC Resource Centre since 2004 

 

Manages three of the UK’s national birth cohort studies 

 1958 Birth Cohort (National Child Development Study) 

 1970 Birth Cohort 

 Millennium Cohort Study 

 

Anonymised data available via the UK Data Service 

www.esds.ac.uk 
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http://www.esds.ac.uk/
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CLOSER(Cohort and Longitudinal 

Studies Enhancement Resources) 
Launched 2012, £5 million, 5 Years 

9 Participating Studies: 

Hertfordshire Cohort Study, 1946 British Birth Cohort, 

1958 British Birth Cohort, 1970 British Birth Cohort, ALSPAC, 

Southampton Women’s Study, Understanding Society, 

Life Study, Millennium Cohort Study 

 

A Unified Search Platform 

Search and discovery, study comparison 
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The Input Metadata 

250 survey instruments (90% paper) 

 

250,000 data variables 

 

A variety of collection methods (paper, phone, CAI...) 

 

Linked data 

 

30%  DDI2.0 xml from ESDS for higher level elements 
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Metadata Management Scripts 

For non-paper inputs and where we have partial electronic data 

Suite of scripts written in Python 

Parsers 

SPSS Interface 

Pre-processing 

Filters 

Quality Control 

Pre-populate the database 
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Metadata Editor 
For the capture of paper records 

 

In-house software application 

 

Subset of DDI3 mapped to about 25 database tables (sqlite3) 

 

Ruby on Rails user interface (web-based) 

 

Exports DDI3 compliant files 

 

Simple to use, can be extended 
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Using Colectica 

Overall metadata management 

 

Input: DDI3 from the metadata editor 

 Text such as variable-to-question link tables 

 Data (SPSS) 

 

SDK scripts for restructuring 

 

Generate codebooks and documentation 
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The benefits of DDI3.2 

Categories: concepts 

 

Code List Schemes 

 

Missing values 

 

Complex Questions: old questionnaires, PMS examples 
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Any questions? 

www.cls.ioe.ac.uk 

www.closer.ac.uk 

 

Institute of Education 
University of London 
20 Bedford Way 
London WC1H 0AL 
 

Tel +44 (0)20 7612 6000 
Fax +44 (0)20 7612 6126 
Email info@ioe.ac.uk 
Web www.ioe.ac.uk 


