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The situation in the middle of the 90‘s

Access to micro data from 
official statistics was 
almost impossible

Prohibitive costs for 
access to micro data

Researchers had to address 
directly to the administration

Huge concern about the 
potential of de-anonymization 

of official micro data

? i
No interaction between 
official statistics and the 

research community

Little documentation 
of available data

? Ai
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What caused the tipping point at the end of the 90‘s?

Erfolgsbedin
gungen

empirischer

Wirtschaftsfo
rschung und

empirisch ge
stützter

wirtschafts- u
nd

sozialpolitisc
her Beratung

(Allgemeines
Statistisches

Archiv, Band
82, 1998,

S. 369 ff.)

Memorandum by

Hauser, Wagner, Zimmermann
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The process triggered by the memorandum

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004Activity

The Federal Minister for Education and Research called a 
“Commission for the improvement of informational infrastructure 
between science and statistics“

The commission published its report 
(“Ways to an improved informational infrastructure“)
The report contained 35 recommendations, among them

Creation of research data centers/ data service centers
Creation of public use files from official micro data
Creation of a Council for Social and Economic Data 
(RatSWD)

The Constituting Council for Social and Economic Data was 
formed

The first research data centers were founded

The Council for Social and Economic Data was constituted
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About the RatSWD

Funded by the 
Federal Ministry 

of Education 
and Research

Main objectivesMain objectives

12 members, 6 of them elected every two years by the scientific 
community and 6 are mandated by data 

producing institutions

Advising the federal 
government with 
regard to further 
improvement of 
data infrastructure
Recommendations
regarding the 
establishment and 
evaluation of research 
data centers and 
data service centers 

Stimulating and 
supporting projects 
that might contribute 
to the improvement 
of data infrastructure
Internationalisation
Improving the 
interrelations
between science 
and official statistics

Main objectivesMain objectives
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About the RatSWD
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The Council for Social and Economic Data (RatSWD)

Platform to 
promote fruitful 

dialogue between 
research communities 
and funding agencies, 

data providers, and 
policy makers

Supporting and 
road-mapping 

the development 
of a research 

data infrastructure

Inter-
nationalization
of strategies, 

RDCs and 
DSCs.

Roles and 
responsibilities

Acting as 
a partner 

for “Data Forums” 
abroad and on 

the supranational 
level
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Sources: EvaConsult Report “DatenNutzen“ 2009 (RatSWD); Codebook Vol. A, App. 5.2. (February 2009) (BHPS); Online PSID, CDS & TA bibliography (access 
date: 4/5/2009) (PSID); HILDA online bibliography (access date: 4/7/2009) (HILDA); SHP-Network Publication List (February 2009) (SHP); ESS online bibliography 
(access date: 4/7/2009) (ESS); ALLBUS-Bibliographie- 22.Aufl. (April 2008) (ALLBUS)
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SupportSupport PublicationPublication

Activities 2004–2009 
Overview

OrganizationOrganization

ReviewsReviews Policy advicePolicy adviceRunningRunning

12 Research Data Centers 
(RDCs)
3 Data Service Centers 
(DSCs)
8 RDCs and 1 DSC are new, 
i.e., founded within the last 4 
month!

17 workshops/conferences
16 expert hearings 
22 RatSWD meetings 
3 working groups (2 more the 
process of formation)
3 competitions for expert 
reports

More than 130 working 
papers 2007–2009
8 books (1 in print; 1 in 
preparation)
9 newsletters 2007–2009 

Various research proposals 
on “survey methodology” and 
“access to data” and
Proposals for the organization 
of young scholar workshops

An ongoing mapping exercise 
(research infrastructure in the 
social, behavioral, and 
economic sciences)

Public testimony 
(e.g., on the census bills)
Lobbying for empirical 
research in the political and 
policy arena (e.g., IDF)

1 2 3

4 5 6
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Activities 2004–2009 
Support

Policy advice

Public testimony (e.g., on the census bills)

Lobbying for empirical research in the political and policy arena (e.g., IDF)

Running

An ongoing mapping exercise (research infrastructure in the social, behavioral, 
and economic sciences)

Reviews

Various research proposals on “survey methodology” and “access to data”

Proposals for the organization of young scholar workshops

Publication

More than 80 working papers 2007–2009

8 books (one in print; one in preparation)

8 newsletters 2007–2009 

Organization

17 workshops/conferences

16 expert hearings 

19 RatSWD meetings 

3 working groups (two more the process of formation)

3 competitions for expert report

Support

12 Research Data Centers (RDCs)

3 Data Service Centers (DSCs)

8 RDCs and 1 DSC are new, i.e., founded within the last 4 month!



11

Activities 2004–2009 
Organization

Policy advice
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Running

An ongoing mapping exercise (research infrastructure in the social, behavioral, 
and economic sciences)

Reviews
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Proposals for the organization of young scholar workshops

Publication

More than 80 working papers 2007–2009

8 books (one in print; one in preparation)

8 newsletters 2007–2009 

Support

10 Research Data Centers (RDCs)

2 Data Service Centers (DSCs)

6 RDCs are new, i.e., founded within the last 4 month!

Organization

17 workshops/conferences
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22 RatSWD meetings 

3 working groups (2 more the process of formation)

3 competitions for expert reports
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Activities 2004–2009 
Publication

Policy advice
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Organization

17 workshops/conferences
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19 RatSWD meetings 
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Support

10 Research Data Centers (RDCs)

2 Data Service Centers (DSCs)

6 RDCs are new, i.e., founded within the last 4 month!

Publication

More than 130 working papers 2007–2009

More than 40 Research Notes 2007 - 2009

8 books (1in print; 1 in preparation)

8 newsletters 2007–2009 
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Activities 2004–2009 
Reviews

Policy advice

Public testimony (e.g., on the census bills)

Lobbying for empirical research in the political and policy arena (e.g., IDF)

Running

An ongoing mapping exercise (research infrastructure in the social, behavioral, 
and economic sciences)

Publication

More than 80 working papers 2007–2009

8 books (one in print; one in preparation)

8 newsletters 2007–2009 

Organization

17 workshops/conferences

16 expert hearings 

19 RatSWD meetings 

3 working groups (two more the process of formation)

3 competitions for expert report

Support

10 Research Data Centers (RDCs)

2 Data Service Centers (DSCs)

6 RDCs are new, i.e., founded within the last 4 month!

Reviews

Various research proposals on “survey methodology” and “access to data”

Proposals for the organization of young scholar workshops
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Activities 2004–2009 
Policy advice

Running

An ongoing mapping exercise (research infrastructure in the social, behavioral, 
and economic sciences)

Reviews

Various research proposals on “survey methodology” and “access to data”

Proposals for the organization of young scholar workshops

Publication

More than 80 working papers 2007–2009

8 books (one in print; one in preparation)

8 newsletters 2007–2009 

Organization

17 workshops/conferences

16 expert hearings 

19 RatSWD meetings 

3 working groups (two more the process of formation)

3 competitions for expert report

Support

10 Research Data Centers (RDCs)

2 Data Service Centers (DSCs)

6 RDCs are new, i.e., founded within the last 4 month!

Policy advice

Public testimony (e.g., on the census bills)

Lobbying for empirical research in the political and policy arena (e.g., IDF)
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Continuation of ongoing effortsContinuation of ongoing efforts Increase effortsIncrease efforts

Sharpening the profile: 
RatSWD activities for the future: 

The RatSWD will continue to act as: 
• a platform 
• a coordinator
• a representor of the interests of both data 
users and data providers

• an advisory body
• a standard - setter 
• an evaluator of the work of RDCs DSCs
• a common point of contact for these centres
• a strategic planner of the data infrastructure
• an assessor of individual projects
• a developer of a European and international
data infrastructure

The RatSWD will increase its efforts to 
include new types of data and new data 
sources:

• qualitative data,
• geo-coded data
• data from economic research institutes
• administrative and commercial transaction 
data

• public health data
• data relevant to psychology und educational 
research
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Increase effortsIncrease efforts Increase effortsIncrease efforts

Sharpening the profile: 
RatSWD activities for the future: 

The RatSWD will broaden its disciplinary 
basis:
• broadening the circle of disciplines involved 
in the RatSWD
• strengthening the RatSWD’s political role

The RatSWD will devote more energy to 
further development of RDCs / 
establishment of new RDCs:
• Integration - Coordination
• The RatSWD guarantees the continuous 
quality of data provision by awarding the 
approved quality label “Data Research 
Center.
• The goal is: quick, user-friendly and 
open data access and the avoidance of 
prohibitive fee models

Internationalisation:
The RatSWD will 
internationalize its own activities to a larger 
extent:

• To play a facilitating role in the 
internationalisation strategies of RDCs and 
DSCs

• To represent of the interests of German 
data providers and users

The objective is to improve both 
international researchers’ access to 
German data and German researchers’ 
ac-cess to data collected abroad.


